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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Meeting 

THURSDAY, July 11, 2019 6:00 pm 
 

Members Present 
Tim Cashion – Vice-Chairman 

Andy Olsen  Jeffery White 
Stanly Friedman  Richard McDonald 

 
Members Not Present 
Steve Fuchs - Chairman 

 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Planning Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 
Dawn Maye, Administrative Support 

 
 
I. Opening of the meeting 

The Vice-Chairman, Tim Cashion, called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone. 
 
II. Invocation 

A moment of silence was taken. 
 
III. Roll Call 

A silent roll call was taken by staff. 
 
IV. Old Business 

None. 
 
V. New Business 

A request has been made by Ronnie Earl Boyd for a Special Use Permit to operate a Social Club 
at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, Washington, NC.  The property is zoned I-2 (Industrial) and requests 
a Special Use Permit in order to operate a social club. 
 
Tim Cashion asked for anyone to come forward that would be speaking in favor or opposing the 
request for Special Use Permit to be sworn in.  Mr. Cashion asked that each side to select a 
representative to speak on their behalf  
 
Franz Holscher, City Attorney, asked Tim Cashion to confirm if the applicant, Mr. Boyd, was 
present.  Tim Cashion asked the audience if the applicant, Mr. Boyd, was present.  At that time 
no one came forward to represent the applicant or the co-applicants for the Special Use Permit. 

 
Mr. Holscher also, asked if there was anyone present that would be speaking in favor of the 
Special Use Permit.  No one came forward to speak in favor of the Special Use Permit. 
 
Mr. Holscher, advised the Board of 3 actions they could take since the applicant, Mr. Boyd, was 
not present.  The following are the three actions: 
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1. The Board could deny the application 
2. The Board could continue the application, so that the application could be reviewed in 

the future.  If this is chosen both parties would have to be in agreement to have the 
application continue. 

3. The Board could have a short hearing and if there Mr. Boyd and on no one else is 
present to support the application.  You could have an open hearing; it is not necessary 
to speak in opposition or only have a few to speak. 

 
Staff stated that historically the Board has decided to continue the request to the next meeting 
or they would proceed with the process of hearing Findings and Facts concerning the 
application.  The Board would need to vote on how to proceed.  Staff stated Mr. Boyd was 
contacted by phone on July 11, 2019 to make sure that he knew of the meeting on July 11, 2019 
at 6:00PM.  Andy Olsen confirmed that Mr. Boyd was called concerning this meeting on July 11, 
2019 and he was told about that the meeting would start at 6:00PM.  Staff told Mr. Olsen, Mr. 
Boyd was notified by Staff (Glen Moore, Planning Administration), on July 11, 2019 concerning 
the date and time of the Board of Adjustment meeting.  Mr. Boyd responded that he 
understood the date and time of the meeting. 
 
Staff made sure that the Board understood that Mr. Boyd is the property owner and also the 
applicant.  The application was completed and paid for the by a proposed tenant, Reverend 
Moore’s son.  Staff reminded the Board, the request has to come from the property owner and 
the property owner has to go through the process to be approved. 

 
Tim Cashion stated in the past if the applicant had a conflict and notified staff before the 
meeting the Board of Adjustment would elect to continue the application to the next month.  
But since Staff was not notified, the Board would still need to hear from the public either in 
favor or opposing the application, to have the testimony on record.  Tim Cash asked if the Board 
would like to continue with testimony from the public.  The Board agreed.  Mr. Cashion asked 
that everyone be sworn in either in favor or opposing the request.  Mr. Cashion clarified that if 
the public would pick one or two to represent both sides of the request and have them come 
forward to be sworn in. 
 
Franz Holscher suggested that the audience be polled before the testimonies were given either 
in favor or opposing the request, so that the vote would be on record.   
 
The audience was polled concerning the request made by Ronnie Earl Boyd for a Special Use 
Permit to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, Washington, NC.  The following poll 
was taken: 

1. Opposing the Special Use Permit to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, 
Washington, NC.  36 opposing 

2. In favor for the Special Use Permit to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, 
Washington, NC.  0 in favor. 

 
Staff sworn in Herbert Schmitt and CW Moore to speak in opposition of the Special Use Permit 
to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, Washington, NC. 
 

Herbert Schmitt, 206 Holly Drive, Washington, NC.  Mr. Schmitt spoke in opposition to the 
Special Use Permit.  He stated the following concerns: 
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1. Tranters Creek Drive is not compatible for increase of traffic due to the Social Club. 
2. Neighborhood would not benefit from the Social Club. 
3. Increase traffic at the intersection of US 264, Tranters Creek Drive and Iron Creek 

Drive and business located at the intersection (Speedway and Shell Station) would 
dangerous for the public. 

4. Increase in litter 
5. The hours of operation are not conducive with the neighborhoods of Hillingdale and 

Tranters Creek Estates. 
6. The application stated that there would be music, but did not list if the music would 

be located inside or outside of the establishment and noise limit on music?  These 
answers would have a direct effect on property values of existing homes.   

7. Application stated that games would be played, but the type of games are not 
specified in the application.  Due to the issues with the sweep state games there 
needs to be clarification on what type of games would be approved. 

 
In conclusion Mr. Schmitt’s opinion is that an establishment of this type would not be a 
benefit the existing neighborhoods of Tranters Creek Estates and Hillingdale Subdivision. 

 
Tim Cashion asked the Board if they had any questions for Mr. Schmitt.  The Board all did not 
have any questions. 
 

CW Moore, 203 Hillingdale Drive, Washington, NC 27889, opposition to the Special Use 
Permit.  Mr. Moore stated the following: 

1. Application states that there are not any houses located within 1,000 feet of the 
existing building.  There are three homes that are located with 1,000 feet of the 
existing building and 31 homes within 1,500 feet of the existing building. 

2. Three weeks ago there was an event at 519 Tranters Creek Drive (address of the 
application).  Cars were parked along Tranters Creek Drive causing hazardous road 
conditions. 

3. Incident between two children (12 and 13 years old) and a guest at 519 Tranters 
Creek Drive.  Mr. Moore stated that his neighbor had to drive down to the Shell 
Station located at the intersection of US 264 and Tranters Creek Drive and pick up 
his son (13 years old) and a friend (12 years old) due to an altercation between the 
two children and a person that was attending the event located at 519 Tranters 
Creek Drive.  The guest of 519 Tranters Creek Drive was standing outside of their 
vehicle that was parked on the side of Tranters Creek Drive and words were 
exchanged between both. 

4. There is an old railroad bed directly across the drive way of 519 Tranters Creek 
Drive.  Children of the existing neighborhoods us that railroad bed as a way to 
obtain access to a creek.  At that creek the children go fishing during the day and 
camp at night on the creek side.  The concerns are that the children going to and 
from this creek would be exposed to alcohol. 
 

In conclusion it is the opinion of Mr. Moore that an establishment of this type would not 
be a benefit to the neighborhoods and would put the children of the local community in 
danger. 
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Tim Cashion asked the Board if they had any questions for Mr. Moore.  The Board all answered 
that they did not have any questions. 
 
At this time Tim Cashion declared the hearing closed. 
 
Staff state facts about the application.  Currently the building is being used as a wedding venue.  
The site is currently zoned industrial (I2) light industrial.  Staff also informed Mr. Boyd that 
according to the State Building Code changing the use of the building to a nightclub would 
change the existing building designation to a night club and a sprinkler system would have to be 
installed before opening the social club.  Mr. Boyd has not responded to Staff concerning this 
matter. 
 
Staff stated due to the testimony of the public and to the advice of the City Attorney Board did 
not need to go through the Facts and Findings portion.  It would be the decision of the Board to 
Deny or Approve the Application for Special Use Permit to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters 
Cree Drive, Washington, NC.  Mr. Holscher proposed that the Board deny the application deny 
 
Andy Olsen made the following motion:  I move that the Board deny the request for a Special 
Use Permit to operate a Social Club at 519 Tranters Cree Drive, Washington, NC based on that 
the Board was not presented with any facts.  Stanly Friedman seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor. 
 
Tim Cashion asked for anyone wanting to leave the Board of Adjustment meeting to please do 
so at this time. 
 

VI. Other Business  
Proposed changed of Board meeting time from 7:00PM to 6:00PM. 
 
Staff presented the change of the Board meeting due to the previous meeting lasting until 
5:00AM.  It was suggested that the meeting time be changed more in line with the City Council 
which is 6:00PM. 
 
Stanly Friedman made the motion to change the Board of Adjustment meeting time from 
7:00PM to 6:00PM.  Andy Seconded the motion and all in favor. 

 
VII. Approval of Minutes  

Due to the length of the previous meeting the minutes have not been completed.  The City has 
hired a third party to help with the transcription of the meeting and presently the City Clerk is 
reviewing the minutes.  The minutes should be available by the next meeting. 
 
Sweep States issue from previous meeting. 

1. Mr. Holsher made clear that he was the City of Washington’s attorney and the Board of 
Adjustment has their own attorney.  He will give advice only. 

2. Tim Cashion asked the question that the decision has to be put in writing?  Mr. Holsher 
confirmed the standard procedures. 
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VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Andy Olsen made a motion to adjourn.  Jeffery White second the 
motion and all voted in favor. 


